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Dear Mr. Aglipay,

We hereby bring to your attention the following information concerning the representation of the Russian badminton players in the International Badminton Federation (“IBF”), which conditions the possibility of our sportsmen to participate in international badminton fixtures. 
Russian badminton players are currently deprived of opportunity to take part in international championships inasmuch as the all-Russian public organization “Russian Badminton Federation” (“RBF”), which is nominally the IBF affiliated Member Association, has actually terminated its activity and has been liquidated by the final court decision in force since 22 December 2005.
Fulfilling its mission to protect the Olympic Movement in its respective country, honouring the rules of the Olympic Charter and the IBF Statute and taking into consideration Bye-Law 5 to Rule 45 of the Olympic Charter the Russian Olympic Committee (“ROC”) appealed to the International Olympic Committee (“IOC”) for help and requested that the IOC give permission to the ROC to enter competitors in the European Championships Badminton 2006 individually (Letter № ЛТ-15/203 dated 9 March 2006).

The need for the above mentioned appeal emerged because of the fact that any other solution of this problem is impossible in the period before the IBF Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) in Tokyo is held.

On the threshold of the AGM we consider it necessary to provide you with the information concerning the background of the current situation. 
On 27 July 2005 the RBF was recognized by the Nikulinsky District Court of Moscow City “as having ceased its activity as a legal entity” for the reason of violations of the Russian legislation governing the activity of public organizations.

On 31 August 2005 the RBF was excluded from the State Register of Legal Entities in accordance with the Federal Law of the Russian Federation “On State Registration of the Legal Entities”.

In accordance with the procedure established by the legislation of the Russian Federation the RBF took an appeal against the decision issued by the Nikulinsky District Court of Moscow City to the higher judicial instances. On 22 December 2005 the Judicial Board on Civil Cases of the Moscow City Court upheld the decision of the Nikulinsky District Court on liquidation of the RBF as a legal entity and ruled that it was correct and that there were no grounds upon which the Court should set aside this decision, whereupon the decision on liquidation of the RBF as a legal entity came into legal force and is not a subject to any further appeal.

On 22 December 2005 according to Art. 7 of the ROC Statutes the RBF was excluded from the ROC as an organisation lacking the status of a legal entity (the ROC Executive Committee’s Decision № 51). Under Art. 4 of the ROC Statutes “as members, the Russian Olympic Committee may include the legal persons – Russian public associations, organizations”. The aforecited norm in respect of the activity performed by Russian sporting organisations doesn’t contravene the rules of the Olympic Charter. 

Neither the Olympic Charter nor the IBF Statute establishes any special legal regulation concerning internal legal status of national federations. Meanwhile, according to the civil legislation of the Russian Federation, for being able to take part in property turnover and financial and economic activity an organization is to be registered as a legal entity.

We bring to your notice that since July 2005 till present time the IBF hasn’t exercised a specific and real on-going sports activity on the territory of the Russian Federation, hasn’t organized competitions and failed to implement training programmes for athletes, which violated Rule 30 of the Olympic Charter and doesn’t conform to Bye-Law 1.2. to Rules 28 and 29 of the Olympic Charter.

Furthermore we consider it necessary to inform you that under Art. 8 (Sub-section 4) of the Federal Law “On physical culture and sports in the Russian Federation” the sole right to conduct championships, primacies, cup games and other official sporting events in the Russian Federation as well as the international sporting events on the territory of the Russian Federation and the right to carry out all the activities aimed on preparing teams of the Russian Federation for taking part in international sport competitions and participation thereof is granted to all-Russian federations accredited by the Federal Agency on Physical Culture and Sports (“Rossport”) and the ROC in accordance with the procedure established under the legislation of the Russian Federation. The RBF’s accreditation term came to an end on 31 December 2004; the RBF was not accredited for the next term. 
All the aforecited circumstances prevent the RBF from performing organizational activity in the interests of the sport of badminton on the territory of the Russian Federation as well as from representing Russian badminton players at the international level.

In view of the foregoing, the ROC intends to put to vote at AGM the questions regarding termination of the RBF’s membership and electing the all-Russian Sport Public Organization "National Badminton Federation of Russia" (“NBFR”) as the IBF Member Association for the Russian Federation.
On 2 April 1999 the NBFR was registered as the all-Russian Public Organization whose main purposes include development of the sport of badminton as mass sport and propaganda of common to all mankind values and healthy way of life.

On 16 June 2005 the ROC and the NBFR signed a Cooperation Agreement where it was declared that the ROC recognized and supported the NBFR as a partner in developing the sport of badminton in the Russian Federation.

By consent of the ROC the Rossport accredited the NBFR as the authorized organization in the sport of badminton on the territory of the Russian Federation (the Agency’s Order № 390 dated 4 July 2005).
On 22 December 2005 the NBFR was elected to the ROC membership (Extract from the ROC Decision № 190С/1). Under the aegis of ROC, at the end of January 2006 the NBFR conducted the individual Russian Championship Badminton 2006. Basing on the results demonstrated by the strongest sportsmen in this tournament the combined team of the Russian Federation was formed.

Respecting the rules of the Olympic Charter and the IBF Statute the ROC will be waiting for the AGM’s decision that would favour the development of badminton in the Russian Federation and would answer the purposes and ideas of the Olympic Movement and Olympic Solidarity.

	Yours faithfully,

Leonid Tyagachev

President
	[image: image1.jpg]






